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School Philosophy





It is Goethe’s mission to provide a fully integrated preschool program to foster the child's social and emotional growth as well as their physical and cognitive development. Additionally, our sequential learning curriculum was developed to prepare the child for academics in kindergarten and throughout elementary school and beyond.


The goal of the preschool is to guide each child in the growth of their total personality. Areas related to physical, cognitive, language, and social-emotional development are all given equal attention when preparing a curriculum to fit the needs of each child. A child's self expression, creativity and analytical thinking are developed through play. Teacher observatons are used in planning and nurturing development. Additionally, teachers strive to aid each child in developing a positive self image.
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Curriculum





Goethe’s preschool curriculum provides play-based learning experience that gives each individual child the opportunity to move through specially designed learning centers of his or her own level of interest and ability. The curriculum focuses on learning basic concepts and skills through hands-on experiences and activities. Some centers are designed to develop large and small motor skills while others are more academically oriented. Through our program, each child is given the tools needed to encourage the growth of the whole child.


Goals of the Curriculum


To provide a positive sense of identity and emotional well-being


To develop age-appropriate social, physical, language, literacy skills, and cognitive development


To encourage thinking, reasoning, questioning and experimentation


To provide exposure to the arts and encourage creative expression


To demonstrate proper health, safety and nutritional practices


To respect gender, age and cultural diversity


To encourage exploration as a way of answering questions


Parent Information


As school progresses and the children adjust to their new classes, we will try to provide you with continuing information regarding our program at Goethe. We will keep you informed of field trips, holidays, curriculum and other important information through our monthly newsletter and calendar.
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Supply List  – Suggested Donations





Room 108


2 glue sticks


1 package of washable markers


1 package of “Wet Ones” wipes


1 package of multi-colored 


construction paper


1 roll of paper towels


1 roll of clear packing tape


$2.00 for book bag








Room 402


1 roll of blue painters tape


2 glue sticks


1 package of washable markers


1 package of multi-colored 


construction paper


1 ream of white copy paper


$2.00 for book bag








Room 403


1 package of chubby pencils


2 reams of copy paper


1 package of multi-colored 


construction paper


1 bottle of hand soap 


(not antibacterial)


2 rolls of paper towels


4 bottles of glue


2 packages of washable markers


1 package of post-its


1 package of black dry-erase 


“EXPO” markers


1 box of Kleenex


1 roll of clear packing tape


$1.00 for journal


$2.00 for book bag
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Policies and Procedures





Dropping Off and Picking Up Your Child





Room 108:  Enter and exit at middle entrance on Rockwell St.


Room 118:  Enter at middle entrance on Rockwell St; Exit at north entrance on Rockwell St.





Rooms 402/412 and 403/413:  Enter and exit at annex doors between the main building and annex building at south end of Rockwell St.





Tardiness


A.M. children should arrive by 8:40 a.m. and p.m. children should arrive by 11:55 p.m. We do not want the children to miss any instruction. If the children all arrive ready to begin their program on time, the transition is much easier for the children and the teachers. If your child will arrive late for any reason, please let us know.  Below you will find your child’s classroom phone number:





108/118		(773) 534-0456


402/412		(773) 534-4839


403/413		(773) 534-4519


Dismissal 


All pre-k classrooms are half-day.  The morning and afternoon schedules are as follows:


Morning:                		Afternoon:


8:40am to 11:15am	        		11:55am to 2:30pm


In the event a parent must remove a child from the school prior to the regular 


dismissal time, it is required that the parent first go to the main office and 


complete the required form. 


The adult if other than parent picking up the child must have valid identification. Only 


authorized individuals (designated by the parent in writing) 18 years of 


age or older may pick up the child. This information must appear on


 the emergency form and authorization form. It is recommended that children be 


dismissed early only in cases of an extreme emergency or due to 


illness in order to avoid interrupting the child’s academic progress.
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Dress Code





The following dress code will help parents select appropriate clothing for school:





Students are required to wear solid white and/or navy blue tops and bottoms.


Clothing worn by students should be free of all slogans (except Goethe Spirit slogans)


No team sports clothing will be allowed except on designated spirit days.


Boys are not allowed to wear sculpted haircuts.


Fridays are Goethe’s “No Uniform Day.”  When students do not have school on Friday, Thursday will be their “no uniform day.”





*Students have the opportunity to paint and do other messy activities each day.  Please remember this when dressing your child for school!





Goethe Spirit wear can be purchased in the Main Office during the school year.





Second Language Learners





Students whose parents indicate they speak another language at home on the Home Language Survey are tested for English language proficiency. The test results are used to determine whether the student is considered a second language learner.





Accidents/Illness/Injury  





If a student is injured in an accident or becomes seriously ill at school, the parent will be called immediately.  If the parent cannot be reached, we will attempt to contact the 


adult listed at the emergency number.  Please remember that injured or seriously ill 


children must be picked up by a parent or authorized person.





When necessary, injured or seriously ill students will be transported by ambulance to


 the nearest hospital.  Students cannot receive treatment at a hospital unless a 


parent has been contacted.  For this reason, the school must have a current 


Emergency Form on file for each student.                                                 
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Medication





No medication, including aspirin, may be administered by school personnel.  Students who need to take prescribed medicine must present a statement signed by the doctor and parent, before the medication can be brought to school.  The medication and form must be left in the office until medication time. Medication may only be given to the child by the school nurse or certified office personnel.  Medication forms may be picked up in the main office.





In an effort to best serve your child, it is important that the teacher, school nurse and principal know about critical medical conditions.





Nap Time





Our pre-school programs are half-day sessions for students. Due to this, students do not have a rest period during the school day.





Toilet Training





All pre-school children must be completely potty-trained by the time they are enrolled in pre-school. They must be able to use the bathroom independently.
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Discipline Policy





Preventive Measures To Produce Acceptable Behavior


In order to maintain a happy, healthy, disciplined environment, the children are taught the importance of safety, care of property, good habits, rules of conduct and consideration and respect for others.


Constructive methods of discipline are used to maintain group control and handle individual behavior. Our main focus on discipline (teaching/training) is preventative in nature, as we aim to build self-discipline in the child. We encourage verbal communication in all situations.


Constructive Measures to Extinguish Unacceptable Behavior


When a child exhibits unacceptable behavior or attitudes, he/she is instructed as to what is wrong and then directed to a positive alternative approach/behavior. Along with these new attitudes and behaviors, the child is guided in the direction of self-discipline by encouraging him/her to make as many decisions as possible within limits. The limits are as follows:


If a child strikes another child, he/she and the other child are respectfully brought together with an adult to talk about the behavior and how they were affected. Each child is asked to explain what happened (define the problem). After each child has verbally given information, they are asked to help solve the problem, talk to each other, reconcile with one another and are redirected to another activity.
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What Children May Bring


On occasion your son or daughter may be asked by his/her teacher to bring something to share from home.  When this occurs, the teacher will send advance notification home. 


Without prior approval from the teacher, toys from home are not allowed at school. Please do not bring back packs. Children share cubbies and there is not enough space for them.  We will provide your child with a bag.





Meals


Universal Breakfast is now offered to students in the AM session.  





Due to time contraints in the classroom, lunch is offered to students after they are dismissed or before they enter the building.  If a parent chooses to have his/her child eat in school, the parent or guardian must remain with the child in the lunchroom. We do not have assigned school personnel to supervise pre-k students eating their lunch. The following are the lunch schedules for the morning and afternoon students:





Morning:  11:15-11:35


Students are dismissed by the teacher at 11:15.  The parent or guardian escorts and remains the child in the lunchroom at 11:15 where he/she can eat the provided lunch. 


Afternoon:  11:35-11:55


Before the child enters the school building to begin the school day, 


the parent or guardian may escort and remain with the child in the lunchroom 


where he/she can eat the provided lunch.





Recess


All students from Pre-Kindergarten through grade eight will have outdoor recess everyday throughout the school year on the school playground. Please make sure your child comes to school with appropriate clothing for the weather. 





Inclement Weather


On days in which the temperature is below 40º F, students are 


brought into the school building so they do not do have to wait outside 


in the cold weather for teachers to pick them up for entry.  
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Birthdays


Birthdays are special and important occasions. You are welcome to bring store-bought cupcakes or cookies to share with your child's class. Please make arrangements with your child's teacher for any special plans to make your child's birthday one of a kind.





Disaster Preparedness


Goethe school has an emergency disaster plan in place.  We also practice regularly how to safely exit the building in case of an emergency.





First day of school:  Tuesday September 6th, 2011





Non-Attendance Days for Students


Friday September 23, 2011			Monday October 10, 2011		


Friday October 28, 2011				Thursday November 10, 2011


Friday November 11, 2011				Thursday November 17, 2011


Friday November 18, 2011				Thursday November 24, 2011


Friday November 25, 2011		


Monday December 26 – Friday December 30, 2011


Monday January 2 – Friday January 6, 2012


Monday January 16, 2012				Friday January 27, 2012


Friday February 3, 2012				Monday February 13, 2012


Monday February 20, 2012			Monday March 5, 2012


Monday April 2 – Friday April 6, 2012


Friday April 13, 2012				Thursday April 19, 2012


Monday May 28, 2012


Last Day of school: Wednesday June 13, 2012


	


Please note that in addition to the above non-attendance days for 


students, teachers and teacher assistants attend professional development


one to two Fridays per month. Morning or afternoon classes will not be held


on those Fridays. We will let you know of those days in advance on our monthly calendars.
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Morning Session





Class runs from 8:40 a.m. to 11:15 a.m.  From September 6th  through January 26th, the morning classes will be in session five days a week, Monday through Friday.  From January 30th through June 13th, the morning classes will be in session four days a week, Monday through Thursday.











Afternoon Session





Class runs from 11:55 a.m. to 2:30 p.m.  From September 6th through January 26th, the afternoon classes will be in session four days a week, Monday through Thursday.  From January 30th through June13th, the afternoon classes will be in session five days a week, Monday through Friday.
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First Day of School





We look forward to the start of a new school year and all the joy and excitement that it brings.  We know this is a time of mixed emotions for all parents as your child is embarking on a major milestone in their life. We can all remember our first days at school.  We at Goethe take this responsibility to heart and try to make this transition as smooth as possible for each child.  As a result, we have developed an orientation for all new pre-k students and their families:








Tuesday, September 6th


Normal class hours:


Morning session: 8:40am-11:15am


Afternoon session:  11:55am-2:30pm





All new and returning pre-k students should arrive at their normal time.  Returning pre-k students will enter their classroom .  New pre-k students and their parents will enter the A.P Room in the annex building for a short orientation and snack.  After that orientation, new pre-k students and their parents are invited to the classroom.  At that time, parents have the option to stay in the classroom with their child until their child is ready for departure.


















































11








Room 118


2 glue sticks


1 package of washable markers


1 package of “Wet Ones” wipes


1 package of multi-colored construction paper


1 roll of masking tape


1 package of colored pencils


$2.00 for book bag








Room 403


1 package of chubby pencils


2 reams of copy paper


1 package of multi-colored 


construction paper


1 bottle of hand soap 


(not antibacterial)


2 rolls of paper towels


4 bottles of glue


1 Sharpie marker


1 roll of masking tape


2 packages of washable markers


1 package of post-its


1 package of black dry-erase 


“EXPO” markers


$1.00 for journal


$2.00 for book bag











Room 412


1 roll of paper towels


1 box of Kleenex


2 glue sticks


1 package of washable markers


1 package of regular-size crayons 


1 package of multi-colored 


construction paper


1 ream of white copy paper


$2.00 for book bag














